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wihen rebruary zomw rolls around, sen males will be he lfirst
ausiralian male hallf-pipe snowboarder [o have gualifieag Ffor
(o winler olympic cames. and Lhis Lime round he did il on
his own [erms and wilh hic own green. pul Lhal in ya crack
pipe and smoke il. we has spenl [he pasl fowr years free of
any reslriclions, (ocusing on lhaoling down [he olympic
slandarg azall pipes and elile-level compelilion hal would
provioge him Lhe means [o gualify for vancouver aois. m doing
80 Llhe soull coasl local has succeeded whilsl Ripping Lhe bird
al [he sporis eslablichmenl [hal seemingly did nol wanl
anylhing [o oo wilh him. lhere is no doubl males is
anliaulhorilarian. n Guch em if Lhey cand [ahe a _johed ling of
guy. i is a refreshing allilude. mnarchisl salhiele lounder
vason warding caughl up wilh sen wvia email jusl before he
drops in and Uhrows down al Lhe zomw o-show.
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JH: So Ben, you just qualified for your second consecutive Winter Olympic Games. The first
Australian male halfpipeder to ever pull that off. How fucken cool is that. | hear you are at
some private resort training at the moment. Sounds like a bit of a pamper package to me,
complete with massages, manicures, the works. Where is your head at right now and how is
your preparation heading into the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver?
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Training at Otsego Resort in Michigan USA, it is a private ski hill so the hithirky
uncrowded which has made for some great training. The resort has provided everything

we need with a 22 foot pipe, 22ft spine into a huge air bag to practice our tricks. They also
have great food and have provided us with some fun activities to kaepoccupied when
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great riding with the other Aussies Nate and Holly and the coach Andrew Burton has
RSTAYAGSE @ KSEtLSR Y& NRRAY fretty go&Ndeadirdg Snto LI & G
Vancouver.
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¢ havenl had a coach lfor Lhe pasl v years so
any hind of support 1 gel al Lhe momenl is much
apprecialed

JH: That is one of thHeesttraining set ups | have ever heard of you guys having access to.
Alltime. Talki2 YS F02dzi GKS FANJ ok 3o 2 KFdQa AdG YU
across a few lately. There is no doubt they have been a factor in the recent and very rapid
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of those ones where you throw down your trick and land flat?

BM: Yed the bag has been fun. | have only used it for a few days. The bag can still be
dangerous sd definitely respected the bag an®R A RjysQtlirow myself silly. The bag is
made of some kind of heavy plastid. (ju@taa flat bag so you land on top.

JH: It sounds like you @glyave a great team environment going. | figure for much of your
2009 qualification year you would not have hactess to that sort of support. Is it good to
be part of a team unit heading into a major event like the Olympic Games?



C.Laurilaf)D P890

LG FISVorld Cup,Bardonecchidtaly 2009 Image C. Laurilavww.jdpimages.com



http://www.jdpimages.com/

BM: Yeah well A (ib®ch great riding with Nate and élly. Smething | definitely K I @Sy Qi
got a chance to do over the last couple of years. Bdidefiitely been pushing my riding

and also thehelp of Andrew Burton has been a huge bonuK I @ Sgdicoach for the

past 4 years so any kind of suppdrget at the moment is much appreciated

JH: What is it like having Burto as a coach? You two werpipalfteam mates in Torino
and have ridden, trained and competed against each other for years. Is he running a military
style coaching campaign or is g&ingyou some room talo your owrthing?

BM: Well | RA R¥hewiwhat to expect with Andrew with myself not being on the
national team, heR A RhAw o help me out at all. But from the first daly Ql&&éh at the
resort in Otsego he has provided valuable input into my riding. | have been pretty
impressed as to how good of a coach he actually is.

1 sLill don® Lhinks 1 have il my polenlial bul

come vancouver 1Y make sure 1 do Lhe best run
! possibly can

JH: Want to give ya sponsors a plug?

BM: Well to be honestl g 2 dzf BeyWwfdiel am right now if itg | & yh&@sgupport of The
North Face, Smith Optics anBhythm Snowboard shop. These companies have backed
me for the past 4 years and (sMper stoked to have them on board.

JH: Tell me how the sponsor thing works when you compete at the Games? Are you allowed
G2 KI@S @2dzNJ LISNEZ2Y I &LRYyaz2NBQ (2323 2y |
provided with a whole new set of gear from& ! dzA G NI ft ALy (Sl YQa 2FTFAC

BM: The Olympics do have pretty strict rules when it comeslégosand stickers. We are
not allowed any sticker logo's on our boards or helmets. Our goggles have to be custom
made to correct logo sizes, and we amnly allowed to wear the Australian Team
Sponsor'sOuterwearin Karbon. Boards boots and bindings, as farldsow there are no
restrictions on size ofogoson those items.
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