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JH:  So Ben, you just qualified for your second consecutive Winter Olympic Games.  The first 

Australian male halfpipe rider to ever pull that off.  How fucken cool is that.  I hear you are at 

some private resort training at the moment.  Sounds like a bit of a pamper package to me, 

complete with massages, manicures, the works. Where is your head at right now and how is 

your preparation heading into the 2010 Winter Olympics in Vancouver?  

 

.aΥ  ¸Ŝŀ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǎǘƻƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎΣ 

LǘΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴŘ L ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴŜǿ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘΦ L ŀƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

Training at Otsego Resort in Michigan USA, it is a private ski hill so the hill is fairly 

uncrowded which has made for some great training. The resort has provided everything 

we need with a 22 foot pipe, 22ft spine into a huge air bag to practice our tricks. They also 

have great food and have provided us with some fun activities to keep us occupied when 

ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƪŜŜǘ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎΣ ƛŎŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ǊƛŘŜǎ ƻƴ ǎƪƛ ŘƻƻϥǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ 

great riding with the other Aussies Nate and Holly and the coach Andrew Burton has 

ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ LΩƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ pretty good heading into 

Vancouver.  
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JH:  That is one of the best training set ups I have ever heard of you guys having access to.  

All-time.  Talk ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ōŀƎΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦΚ  Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǿƻǊƪΚ  L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ 

across a few lately.  There is no doubt they have been a factor in the recent and very rapid 

ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇƛǇŜ ǘǊƛŎƪǎΦ  Lǎ ƛǘ ŀ ΨYŀǘŀƭΩ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŀŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǊƛŘŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ or is it one 

of those ones where you throw down your trick and land flat?   

 

BM: Yeah the bag has been fun.  I have only used it for a few days. The bag can still be 

dangerous so I definitely respected the bag and ŘƛŘƴΩǘ just throw myself silly. The bag is 

made of some kind of heavy plastic.  LǘΩǎ just a flat bag so you land on top.  

 

JH:  It sounds like you guys have a great team environment going. I figure for much of your 

2009 qualification year you would not have had access to that sort of support.  Is it good to 

be part of a team unit heading into a major event like the Olympic Games? 
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BM:  Yeah well ƛǘΩǎ been great riding with Nate and Holly.  Something I definitely ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 

got a chance to do over the last couple of years. So ƛǘΩǎ definitely been pushing my riding 

and also the help of Andrew Burton has been a huge bonus. I ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ had a coach for the 

past 4 years so any kind of support I get at the moment is much appreciated. 

 

JH:  What is it like having Burto as a coach?  You two were half-pipe team mates in Torino 

and have ridden, trained and competed against each other for years.  Is he running a military 

style coaching campaign or is he giving you some room to do your own thing? 

 

BM:  Well I ŘƛŘƴΩǘ know what to expect with Andrew with myself not being on the 

national team, he ŘƛŘƴΩǘ have to help me out at all. But from the first day LΩǾŜ been at the 

resort in Otsego he has provided valuable input into my riding. I have been pretty 

impressed as to how good of a coach he actually is. 
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JH:  Want to give ya sponsors a plug? 

BM:  Well to be honest I ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ be where I am right now if it ǿŀǎƴΩǘ the support of The 

North Face, Smith Optics and Rhythm Snowboard shop.  These companies have backed 

me for the past 4 years and LΩƳ super stoked to have them on board. 

 

JH:  Tell me how the sponsor thing works when you compete at the Games?  Are you allowed 

ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΩ ƭƻƎƻǎ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘŜǊǿŜŀǊ ƻǊ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 

provided with a whole new set of gear from tƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊΚ 

 

BM:  The Olympics do have pretty strict rules when it comes to logos and stickers. We are 

not allowed any sticker logo's on our boards or helmets. Our goggles have to be custom 

made to correct logo sizes, and we are only allowed to wear the Australian Team 

Sponsor's Outerwear in Karbon. Boards boots and bindings, as far as I know there are no 

restrictions on size of logos on those items. 



 

Training Camp, Perisher Blue Australia 2009.  Image ©Andrew Fawcett. 


